The use of ambulatory health care services by American Indians with disabilities.
Although most American Indians and Alaska Natives have access to health care through the Indian Health Service (IHS), it is uncertain whether IHS is able to provide all necessary health services to those with disabilities. Although IHS eligibles can use health services other than those provided or sponsored by IHS, this may be precluded by high rates of poverty, low rates of other health insurance coverage, and the lack of private providers in many areas inhabited by this population. Using data from the 1987 Survey of American Indians and Alaska Natives--the only nationally representative health care survey of persons eligible for IHS--this study examines the use of ambulatory health care for IHS eligibles with disabilities. Comparisons with the total US population showed similar rates of ambulatory care use for most categories of disability, but a higher frequency of use for the total US population. Findings also show that IHS provides most of the health care for its eligible population, although non-IHS care is also used. After controlling for the effects of sociodemographic characteristics and health insurance coverage, variables indicating disabilities due to health problems were found to have statistically significant effects on the likelihood of using non-IHS care. Furthermore, persons with activity limitations had a higher than average likelihood of using most of their health care at non-IHS providers. These findings suggest that for some persons with disabilities, it is necessary to supplement IHS care with services from other providers.